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Lenten Almsgiving
Lent begins this coming week. Ash Wednesday is March 1. Almsgiving and
mite boxes are a rich part of Catholic Lenten tradition. Many of you may
remember with fondness the mite box traditions from your youth.
To encourage almsgiving as a parish community, our Committee for the
Common Good will once again be handing out mite boxes after all weekend
Masses this weekend. Parishioners have responded very favorably to this
tradition which we revived a few years ago. How you use your mite box is up to
you! Two commonly used ways to contribute are to put aside the money you have saved from treats
given up during Lent or you may empty the change in your pocket into the box daily.
Most of the alms money donated will go directly to our Social Services Ministry which benefits the
community food pantry that helps our neighbors in need. The remainder will be sent to Catholic Relief
Services to help the millions in dire need who benefit from their charity. This will help remind us all that
whatever we do for the least of our brothers and sisters, both near and far, we do unto Jesus.
To help develop this tradition in our youth, we will also be distributing mite boxes at religious
formation classes. Most of their money will likewise go to the food pantry with a portion going to the
Catholic Near East Welfare Association to help the victims of violence in the Middle East, many
suffering as a direct result of their faith. We want to encourage parents to take the lead in making this
a family endeavor. Tell them what a difference their contributions can make from the money saved
from those small things they choose to give up. Explain to them that our Lord is as interested in the
positive things we can do in this world as with the things we give up in His name.
We hope this Lenten season is a time when all in our community can grow in their love for the Lord
and their neighbor, for it is a prayer, fasting and giving that we receive the blessings of a grateful
heart.
The mite boxes will be collected at all Palm Sunday Masses April 8 and 9.

Thank you to Maureen's Haven Volunteers
We offer a heartfelt thank you to St. Rosalie's parishioners who gave so much of their time and
talent on January 27 and 28 to serve our less fortunate neighbors through Maureen's Haven. Through
the generosity of Christ Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, who opened their Hampton Bays Church to
us for the evening – St. Rosalie's was able to provide dinner, a hot breakfast, a "to-go" lunch, new
clothing, fellowship, and warm and safe overnight lodging for 22 men and three women who had no
place to lay their heads on a cold January night. Father Maddaloni was also on hand to provide
nourishment for their souls and spirits and to bless the community effort.
We are all aware of Pope Francis' special concern for those in homeless situations in the city of
Rome and around the world. He reminds us that the Son of God came into the world as a homeless
person and started his life without a roof over his head. Through Maureen's Haven we were able to be
in solidarity with the poor and to see Christ in all those who suffer from injustice.
A special thanks to the youth from the Religious Formation Class and St. Rosalie's Venture Crew
who did so much to make the event a success.
~ Submitted by the Committee for the Common Good
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